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MINUTES OF MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MEETING, HELD 

IN THE AURA LEISURE CENTRE, ON 13 JULY, 2021 AT 2:00 P.M. 
 
MDL347/21 MEMBERS PRESENT 
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh (Mayor), Cllr. Liam Blaney, Cllr. Kevin Bradley, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, Cllr. 
Donal Coyle, Cllr. Donal Kelly, Cllr. Michael Mc Bride, Cllr. Ian McGarvey and Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle 

 
MDL348/21 OFFICIALS PRESENT 
Liam Ward, Director of Service; Patricia McIntyre, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate 
Services; Bernadine McGee, Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services; David McIlwaine, 
S.E.E. / Area Manager, Roads & Transportation; Elaine McEntee, Executive Planner;  Joe Ferry, 
A/Senior Executive Chemist and Edward Gallagher, Fire Station. 
 
Apologies:  Francis Conaghan 

 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey, seconded by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle the Meeting was 
adjourned until 2.30pm. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr Michael McBride, seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley it was agreed that 
only the proposer would speak on each Motion. 

 
MDL349/21  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting. 
 

MDL350/21 ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle the Minutes of Meeting of the MD Meeting on 8th June 2021 were 
adopted. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle the Minutes of the MD AGM on 22nd June 2021 were adopted. 
 

 
MDL351/21  FIRE HYDRANTS IN ESTATES 
   

On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 

 
“That the Council liaise with the fire services to provide details of the fire 
hydrants in our estates.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
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 “Fire brigades carry out a cyclic programme of hydrant inspections in the 
brigades' operational area that include hydrants in housing estates. Defects 
in hydrants are reported, using a pro forma that is completed at the time of 
inspection. The pro-forma is forwarded to a nominated person in the Water 
Service for follow up action. The Fire Service would welcome any additional 
assistance that the Council (Water Service) could provide.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh noted the concerns of the Residents 

regarding the location of fire hydrants and whether they are in working order.  
He advised that he had spoken to the Chief Fire Officer who had advised him 
on the matter.  The Council should consider developing an app to indicate 
location of the hydrants.    

     
MDL352/21 AUDIT OF EMPTY/ABANDONED/DERELICT HOUSES 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Council do an audit of empty/abandoned/derelict houses in our 
estates both Council estates and private estates, and put in place a plan for 
dealing with same." 

Members were advised that: 
 

   “The potential of vacant and derelict properties to provide sustainable 
housing solutions is a key part of the Project Ireland 2040 that focuses, in 
part, on the re-use of our housing stock.  In the context of the regeneration of 
towns and villages to meet the needs of a diverse population the motion to 
undertake a survey of vacancy and dereliction is supported.  This work is a 
component of the review of the County Development Plan that is scheduled 
for formal review in mid-2022, subject to available resources, with 
preparatory work taking place in advance.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh asked that the Council contact the 

owners of empty/abandoned/derelict houses and put a plan in place to deal 
with them.  He noted that Mayo County Council have a vacant site register 
which identifies these properties. 

 
  Liam Ward noted that Cllr. McMonagle has a similar motion in relation to 

people needing to move out of their homes.  Work has been done on derelict 
vacant houses mostly in the town centre and he acknowledged the need for a 
wider survey.  This would be carried out as part of the review of the County 
Development Plan. 

  
MDL353/21 LOG CABINS FOR FAMILIES WHEN HOMES UNDER REPAIR FROM MICA 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 
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"That Donegal County Council ask the Minister for Housing Darragh O Brien 
to provide around 20 log cabins on a suitable site/sites in the Letterkenny / 
Milford Municipal Area where local families can live when their homes are 
under repair from MICA.” 
 
Members were advised that: 
 

   “The Financial Assistance Scheme for the Remediation of Damaged Dwellings 
Due to Defective Concrete Blocks or the Mica Redress Scheme as it is 
commonly known, is available to assist homeowners to carry out remedial 
works to their principal private residence where the house is deemed to have 
been damaged due to defective concrete blocks.  As the Members are aware, 
the Government has set up a Working Group to address outstanding mica 
issues and costs identified with the Scheme.  The Council’s Mica Redress 
Committee has already raised a range of issues with the Minister and this 
includes the issue of alternative accommodation.  These issues were 
submitted to the Minister in recent weeks.” 

 
   On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride noted the difficulties with housing 

supply in Letterkenny.  He noted that this was discussed in the earlier 
workshop.  This is also an issue in the private sector.  There are a number of 
sites such as the former Unifi, Oatfield and Bacon Factory sites which have 
services in place and would be suitable for log cabins to address some of the 
need.  This should also be looked at in the Milford area. 

 
  Liam Ward noted that this issue needs to be addressed and this has already 

been raised at Mica Redress Committee level 
 

MDL354/21 ROAD FROM MOUNTAIN TOP ROUNDABOUT TO INDUSTRIAL UNITS AT 
CURRAGHLEAS 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 
 
“That Donegal County Council line the road from the Mountain Top 
Roundabout to Harleys industrial units at Curraghleas in Letterkenny.” 
 
Members were advised that: 

 
   “This work will be included in the Road Lining Programme.” 
 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride advised that he was happy with the 
response and this would be of great benefit to the road users. 

 
MDL355/21 CHANGE PLANNING RESTRICTIONS TO ALLOW BUILDING IN SUBURBS OF 

TOWNS 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 
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   “That Donegal County Council change current planning restrictions allowing 
families living in towns such as Letterkenny to move out to the immediate 
suburbs of the town to build a new family home as many of them have 
outgrown the 3 bedroom semi detached houses where they started their 
family lives.” 

 
Members were advised that: 
 

  “The policy framework relating to rural Areas Under Strong Urban Influence, 
as identified in the County Development Plan is set out to meet the genuine 
local rural housing need of the rural communities from those areas.  
Historically the hinterlands around our larger towns have experienced 
consistent pressure from individual desires to move out of town.  Among 
other impacts there are two core issues: firstly, the core areas of town and 
villages become depopulated with a negative impact on core services and 
amenities and additional pressures on the areas roads network resulting from 
increasing car trips to meet even basic household needs (school runs, 
commuting, shopping, social), and second, the increased competition for 
space impacts on the affordability of rural sites for those with a genuine local 
rural housing need.  The effect of rural gentrification impacts negatively on 
the social and economic fabric of the towns and on the capacity of rural 
communities to benefit from affordable housing options.  In addition to any 
scope for the approval of new build properties, it is important to note the 
policy framework that exists in relation to the potential to regenerate older 
existing, vacant and derelict properties.  These opportunities are not affected 
by any rural housing policy requirements and represent a sustainable 
approach to maintaining existing housing stock and addressing incidences of 
dereliction for future generations.  This policy approach to circumstances 
around the larger towns in the County has been effective across successive 
Plans and has stood through repeated public examination processes in the 
preparation of these plans. 

 
  In relation to Letterkenny in particular the extensive landbanks within the 

town to meet lower density housing needs is considerable.  it is essential that 
the focused growth of the town over the long term is sustained to realise the 
adopted ambition to grow the town to 35,000-plus and to reinforce the towns 
role as a designated Regional Centre that can continue to attract significant 
public and private investment in infrastructure and build the town as a 
quality place to live in the North West. 

 
  On this basis it is not recommend that the current policy approach is changed. 

This matter will come up for further review during the formal review of our 
current County Development Plan 2018 - to 2024, which is due to commence 
next year.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride noted his disappointment with the 
response.  There are no serviced sites available and families are looking for 
sites to upsize which would result in starter homes being made available for 
others.  He stated that Section 47 is unfair and may have increased the price of 
sites. 
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MDL356/21 EXCESSIVE SPEEDING ON LECK ROAD 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council liaise with An Garda Síochána regarding excessive speeding 
on the Leck Road.” 

 
Members were advised that: 

 
   “We will consult with the Gardaí and the Road Safety Engineer regarding this 

issue.” 
 

 On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle acknowledged the resurfacing work which 
has taken place on the road but this has led to excessive speeding.  The road is 
used by a lot of pedestrians and the footpath only goes to the top of the hill.  
Residents, landowners and business owners along the road have difficulty 
exiting and accessing their properties.  He noted the response that the local 
Roads office will liaise with the Gardaí and the Road Safety Engineer and hopes 
this will provide a solution. 
 
Cllr. Coyle also referred to the Dromore Road and the need for the 
continuation of the ramps as the volume of traffic has now increased due to 
work on the 4 lanes project. 
 

MDL357/21  SAFETY MEASURES ON JUNCTION ON N13 AND L1054 AT LISTILLION 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 
 “That this Council contact Transport Infrastructure Ireland regarding urgent 

safety measures on the junction on the N13 and L1054 at Listillion.” 
 

 Members were advised that: 
 

   “In respect to the raised Safety concern at this location will be referred to the 
DCC Roads Safety Engineer for review. They will report back on the need and 
scope of a potential HD17 Site then all options will be considered to deal with 
specific safety issue identified.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that this is a very busy junction, the 
road is narrow with cars overtaking cars that are turning left which is 
dangerous as there could be cars sitting waiting to turn right.  A slipway is 
needed off the N13. 
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MDL358/21 LETTERKENNY AIR FIELD POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENT AS FACILITY FOR USE BY 
ALL 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council liaise with the owners of Letterkenny Air Field with the 
intention of its development as a facility to be used by both general aviation 
and the local community.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “Subject to the adoption of this motion, arrangements will be made to 
contact the owners of this facility and a meeting may be facilitated with the 
owners’ consent.” 

 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle gave a background and description to 
Stevenson’s Airfield which was established in the 1960s.  The current owners 
would like it to be further developed but are not in a position to do this 
themselves.  It could be used in the case of emergency for landings when 
required and for leisure purposes such as model flying, parachuting and 
ballooning or as a hub for a drone centre.  It is in a good location.  He looks 
forward to a positive engagement by the Council with the owners. 

 
MDL359/21 CUTTING OF GRASS ON DUAL CARRIAGEWAY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council get the grass cut on the dual carriageway as people are 
having difficulty crossing.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

  “This work has been tendered and works are being scheduled for the coming 
week, subject to Traffic management implemented.” 
 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley noted that the grass was cut at the 
weekend and he commended the Roads service on the work done. 
 

MDL360/21 MEMORIAL GARDEN FOR PAST AND PRESENT RALLY DRIVERS 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council if possible erect a memorial garden for past and present 
Rally drivers somewhere near the Pole star.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
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   “If motion passed we will carry out an assessment of possible suitable and 
appropriate locations and consider feasible funding opportunities.” 

 
On proposing this motion Cllr. Bradley stated that he was happy with the 
response given.  The rally has been the biggest tourism attraction in the County 
in the past 50 years and particularly in Letterkenny. 
 

MDL361/21 SPEED RAMPS AT LOUGHNAGIN / KILTOY ROAD 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr.  Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council install a few extra speed ramps on the Loughnagin / Kiltoy 
road outside Alcorn garden centre please.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The Roads Area team have carried out an assessment of this location and 
have concluded that the numbers of ramps on this section of road are 
sufficient. Future developments along this road may result in the construction 
of additional footpaths which will narrow the carriageway and create an 
urban feel and assist with traffic control.” 

 
  On proposing this motion Cllr. Kelly advised that he is not happy with the 

response.  He has been to the location and the speed there is ridiculous and 
Residents fear for the safety of children in the area.  One more ramp would 
alleviate the problem and he asked that Roads staff review the matter. 
 

MDL362/21 INCLUDE MAGHERALASK ROAD (l59942) ON RESURFACING PROGRAMME FOR 
NEXT YEAR 

 
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council include the Magheralask road {L59942} for resurfacing on 
next year’s programme please.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “Before the end of 2021 we will be reviewing the Roads programme for the 
next 3 years and presenting to the Members for their approval. As part of this 
review we will assess the L59942 and consider it for prioritising.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly noted the response given.  The Residents 
have been waiting a long time for this work to be done as the road is in bad 
condition. 
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MDL363/21 HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENT SUBSIDY FOR DONEGAL 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council Liaise with Minister Darragh O Brian to seek a Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) subsidy for Donegal due to the high cost of renting 
please.” 

   
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) is a form of social housing support 
provided by all local authorities.  Under the HAP Scheme, local authorities can 
provide housing assistance to households with a long-term housing need.  To 
qualify for HAP, a household must be qualified for social housing support.  
The applicants find their own accommodation in the private rented market 
and the HAP Shared Services Unit will make a monthly payment to the 
landlord on the basis of the applicable maximum cap rent limits.  The current 
maximum cap rent limits for County Donegal are outlined in Table 1 below.  

 
   Table 1:  Maximum Cap Limits for County Donegal 
 

Single Shared Couple Shared Single    Couple 

€200 €230 €340 €370 

 

Couple / One Parent 
Family - 1 Child 

Couple / One Parent 
Family - 2 Children 

Couple / One Parent 
Family - 3+ Children 

€410 €470 €520 

 
  These maximum cap limits are in place for a number of years and if the 

motion is adopted the Council will write to the Minister to seek an increase in 
the maximum cap limits in view of the increases in market rents in the 
County.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly advised that he has had numerous calls 

from people looking to rent properties, 90% of them are on HAP and cannot 
afford to pay the difference in the rate.  He noted that of the 1154 applicants 
on the waiting list last June, 675 of them are in receipt of HAP and have 
remained on the list as they cannot afford to pay the difference.  An increase in 
the HAP subsidy is needed.  He gave examples of the cost of rent and the HAP 
amount payable and the difference which has to be made up resulting in 
families having to pay approx. €100 extra per week along with all their other 
expenses/bills etc.  He asked that the Council approach the Government for a 
subsidy.  The crisis will get worse with people having to leave homes affected 
by Mica.  He wrote to the Minister himself in relation to this.  People who have 
been out of work due to the pandemic are struggling to survive.  Students will 
be returning to the town in the coming weeks which may escalate rents more 
due to the shortage of properties to rent.  He noted the response that the 
Council will write to the Minister and hopes for a positive response. 
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MDL364/21 RIGHT TURNING LANE AT BALLYKIERAN JUNCTION ON N56 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this MD request that the TII/NRDO carry out a  road safety inspection 
and put in place a Right Hand Turning lane in the interest of Road Safety at 
the Ballykieran Junction on the N56 outside Kilmacrennan.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “This has been referred to the TII and they have advised the following: " This 
is a new junction on the recently completed N56 Coolboy to Kilmacreannan 
scheme. It has been designed appropriately and correctly in accordance with 
the applicable standards and its usage. 

 
   The junction is accordance with standards does not warrant a ghost Island. 

 
  I refer all to the junction on the N56 South of the Ballaghderg Garden  houses. 

There is no ghost island and there has been no history of any safety issue at 
this similar location since its construction circa 2007/8. 

 
  Safety audits (independent) were carried on this scheme through design and 

most recently post construction, no issue / concern was identified at this 
location. 

 
  We don’t therefore support a safety review at this early stage of operation 

but DCC will of course keep the matter under review and in addition TII have a 
continuing periodic Safety inspection regime on national roads.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that this is part of the new 
extended road and is very fast and busy.  Local Residents are having difficulty 
accessing their homes from the junction.  A van has recently been hit from 
behind by another vehicle.  He acknowledged the response given but asked 
that this be looked at again.  There is also a Council storage yard in this area 
with vehicles accessing it daily.  The TII should be asked to look at this again. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle also requested that lights be erected on the old road as it is 
being used as part of the cycle and walkway. 

 
MDL365/21  USE OF DERELICT/ABANDONED HOUSES TO REHOUSE FAMILIES AFFECTED BY 

MICA 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 

 “That this MD consider the use of CPOs on derelict and abandoned house's in 
this MD as a means to be able to rehouse those families whose homes are 
affected by MICA until such times that they can safely move back into their 
own homes.” 



10 

 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 
 

   “The Council is continuing to seek to engage with property owners of derelict 
and abandoned houses with the aim of providing them with details of the 
Schemes operated by the Council to bring the properties back into productive 
use and provide much needed social housing to meet the needs of applicants 
on the housing waiting list and to have houses available for tenants who may 
have to relocate as a result of remedial works required to their homes, as 
outlined in this motion.  A pilot project was undertaken in the Meadowbank 
estate area a number of years ago and this did assist to identify the owners of 
such properties and as a result some properties have been refurbished with 
similar plans for other such properties.  The Council also checks the 
www.vacanthomes.ie website regularly which provides details of vacant 
houses throughout the County as notified by members of the public.   This 
helps the Council to identify potential properties that may be suitable for 
social housing.  The Council receives funding from the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage for the role of Vacant Homes Officer to 
identify such properties.  There is a not a dedicated Vacant Homes Officer  
within the Council but rather the role is decentralized to each Housing Office 
and is part of a number of staff’s role.  However, the main challenge is trying 
to identify the current owner of the property, particularly if the property is in 
the ownership of a financial institution.    While the  CPO process provides a 
legal mechanism for Local Authorities to acquire land without the consent of 
the owner and it is often used in large scale infrastructure projects, the 
process can be quite complex particularly if objections from property owners 
are received.   In this regard and in the first instance, the Council will continue 
to make every effort to try to ascertain the owners of derelict and abandoned 
properties that may be suitable for social housing.  It is hoped that this 
approach will yield a positive return in terms of bringing properties back into 
productive use and meet the objectives of our Regeneration Strategy.   If 
suitable properties are identified for social housing and all avenues have been 
exhausted in trying to have the properties brought back into productive use, 
the provisions provided under the CPO can be considered at that stage to 
progress the project.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle noted that there are at least 4 

motions today in relation to Housing and Mica.  There is a need to assist those 
affected by Mica and those who are on the waiting list.  There are 100s of 
houses that are derelict and abandoned that could be put into use.  Some of 
these properties are owned by lending Institutions and Banks.  The Department 
should be asked to contact the Banks and ask that they make it known to the 
Council how many of these properties there are and where they are so that 
they can be purchased or acquired by CPO and then made ready for families 
needing to move out of their dwellings or for families on the waiting list.  He 
acknowledged the work done to date but more needs to be done. 
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  Liam Ward thanked Cllr. McMonagle for acknowledging the work done in 
Meadowbank.  This is challenging work which is time consuming and 
frustrating.  All options need to be looked at.  The current Mica situation adds 
to this and Cllr. McMonagle’s motion will be taken on board. 

 
MDL366/21 PREVENTION OF FLOODING AT ASHFIELD ESTATE 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, 
the following motion was adopted: 
  

   “That this MD call's on Donegal County Council to ensure that the necessary 
infrastructure is put in place to prevent further flooding at the Ashfield Estate 
in Letterkenny.” 

    
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “Ashfield Estate is a private Estate this issue has been referred to the Estates 
take over team for their consideration.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle stated that there have been years of 
failure by the Council and Irish Water to address this issue.  Families in the 
estate are in fear of their homes being flooded and some have been flooded on 
a number of occasions.  He noted the response that the estate is with the take 
over team but this has been the case for a number of years now.  The water is 
running down the burn into a 20 inch pipe and then running out at the back of 
the houses.  No one is taking responsibility for this and he asked that the 
Council work with Irish Water to resolve this issue. 
 
Liam Ward advised that he is not familiar with this problem but noted that it is 
a significant issue and he will follow up with the estates take over team.  Other 
Departments may need to be involved in this including Roads and Irish Water. 
 

MDL367/21 REVIEW SPEED LIMIT FROM BALLYMACOOL 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That this Council review the current speed limit from Ballymacool town park 
to Conwall graveyard with a view to reduced speed limit and traffic calming 
measures so to accommodate the many pedestrians, walkers, runners and 
residents living in the areas of Conwall, Magharan, Letterkenny.” 

 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “A National Review of Speed Limits is due to be carried out within the next 
year. This section of road will be reviewed as part of this process.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan welcomed the response given.  Money 

has been invested in providing a footpath to Conwall graveyard.  Residents 
have expressed concern at the speed on this road.  There is also the turn off to 
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Magheran which needs to be reviewed – this was requested in a recent motion 
and he asked for a report back on this.  The speed limit needs to be extended 
to the graveyard. 
 

MDL368/21 MAGHERADRUMMOND TO MILFORD / RAMELTON ROAD 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That Roads improve the exit from Magheradrummond to Milford / 
Ramelton Road to give better vision.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

  “The Roads Safety Engineer has carried out an assessment and surveys of this 
location.   This location will be considered for prioritising for funding in the 
2022 Safety Improvement Schemes.” 

 
  On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that this junction is highly 

dangerous and is used by people travelling to and from Letterkenny.  There is 
ground there which belongs to Coillte and the junction could be made safer.  
This work should have been done years ago. He noted that the work would be 
considered for the 2022 Safety Improvement Schemes but Cllr. McGarvey 
asked that the safety of this junction be dealt with in the meantime. 
 

MDL369/21 WORKS AT LITTLE BRIDGE TO PREVENT FLOODING 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That the Council carry out the agreed works at Little Bridge to prevent the 
future risk of flooding at this point in Ramelton.” 
  
Members were advised that: 
 

   “Donegal County Council’s Flood Relief Scheme (FRS) Unit have responsibility 
for delivering the Ramelton FRS in partnership with the Office of Public 
Works.  Byrne Looby Water Services Partners have been appointed to 
undertake engineering and environmental consultancy services for the 
Ramelton FRS. The issue of flooding around Little Bridge (Pound St) in 
Ramelton is part of the consultant’s scope to assess.  The assessment will 
include multi-criteria analysis in line with national guidelines which will 
consider elements from a technical, environmental, social and cost 
perspective.  Once a viable preferred option is identified, it will be brought 
through the planning process and delivered on site by a contractor as part of 
the scheme.  Note that the scheme has a staged delivery process, elements of 
which are subject to statutory review periods (including a likely submission to 
An Bord Pleanála) and as such, the construction stage of the Ramelton FRS is 
likely to be several years from now.” 
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On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey advised that there is flooding at the 
community centre.  Work was to be done at this junction.  There is also 
flooding at Pound Street.  Money was provided for this work. 
 

MDL370/21 PROVISION OF PUBLIC LIGHTS 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 

   “That the Council provide the agreed Public Lights at the agreed positions.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

   “The erection of public lights that have been agreed as part of the footpath 
and Public Lighting programme has been delayed due to the Covid 
Lockdowns. Tenders have been agreed with the Public Lighting Contractor 
and these works are programmed to be completed before the end of 
October.” 

 
On proposing the motion, Cllr. McGarvey referred to the policy which has been 
agreed.  These lights need to be put in place before winter.  Walking has 
become very popular and this would also be beneficial to motorists. 
 

MDL371/21 MAYORS BUSINESS 
 

371.1 Retirement of Charlie Cannon 
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh expressed his thanks to Charlie for all the work done by 
him, he has been a fantastic servant, always approachable and helpful.  He 
wished him well in his retirement. 
 
371.2 Cllr. McGarvey 
Cllr. Kavanagh noted that Cllr. McGarvey would be 91 tomorrow and wished 
him well on his birthday.  It is a great milestone to reach. 
 

MDL372/21 CORRESPONDENCE  
 

372.1 Workshop with the OPW 
Contact has been made with the OPW.  They have advised that they had 
provided details of the projects underway.  There is no certainty on other 
projects at this time but they are happy to engage with the Members in due 
course.  Patricia advised that she would contact the OPW again in September. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley this 
was agreed. 

 
MDL373/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I.S. & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

 The contents of the Economic Development, Information Systems and 
Emergency Services report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as read. 
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373.1 Outdoor Seating and Accessories for Tourism & Hospitality Business 
Scheme 
Edward advised that this scheme is still open until 30th September.  There are 
currently 219 applications with 198 letters of offer issued. 
 
 
373.2 Remote Working 
The new Donegal Remote Working Strategy for Business was launched on 24th 
June at gteic@Gaoth Dobhair. 
 
372.3 Caravan & Camping Study 
KPMG Future Analytics are continuing to work on a study of the Caravan & 
Camping sector.  Surveys have taken place online.  A first draft of this study will 
be completed in August.  There has been a huge response to this study. 
 
 Cllr. Gerry McMonagle referred to recent issue Mulroy Coast Guard have had 
with parking at the pier blocking the right of way as cars are being parked in 
the yellow boxes.  They have put posts on Facebook in relation to this but cars 
are still being parked there.  He asked that either Emergency Services or Roads 
investigate what can be done to resolve this, regulations may be needed. 

 
 David McIlwaine advised that he would follow up with the Gardaí to seek a 
solution to the problem. 

 
 Cllr. Brogan thanked Edward for his attendance at the Meeting and 
acknowledged the huge amount of work being done by the Staff and teams in 
the Economic Development unit. 

 
 Cllr. Kavanagh noted that all the WiFi sites have now been completed, this has 
been a great project.  He also noted that there have been 3249 online meetings 
on GoToMeeting in 2021.  Amazing work has been done by the I. S. 
Department and they deserve credit for this. 

 
MDL374/21 PLANNING SERVICE 
 

The contents of the Planning report as circulated with the Agenda were taken 
as read. 

 
374.1 Planning Clinics 

 Elaine advised that dates for Planning Clinics are listed on the report. 
 
 374.2 Regeneration Report  

 The Rural Regeneration and Development Fund update is attached at Appendix 
A. 

 
 Cllr. Kavanagh asked if Planning Clinics would continue to be by phone. 
 

 Liam Ward advised that this would be kept under review but currently they 
would continue to be online but will be reviewed in line with public health 
guidance.  
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Cllr. McGarvey referred to a number of items:- 

 Great Arch – An Bord Pleanála had written to the family but the 
boulders have not been removed. 

 Cul na Rí – development is below the high water mark – this is a 
violation of the County Development Plan. 

 Mast at Drummonaghan – this development is a gross interference in 
the town and cannot be justified. 

 Area closed off in Ramelton 

 In Ramelton there is a smell from the water due to raw sewage being 
leaked.  He feels obliged to raise these issues which cannot be justified.  
Sewage discharge should be as near to the ocean as possible. 

 
 Cllr. McGarvey expressed his dissatisfaction at how these issues are being dealt 
with in this Municipal District. 
 
Liam Ward acknowledged the issues referred to which have been raised before 
on numerous occasions:- 

 The Great Arch – a lot of work has been done on this.  A suitable 
agreeable access has been found and funding has been sought from the 
Department.  When funding is received this work will proceed and 
should resolve the issue. 

 Cul na Rí – this has been debated and discussed and the Council’s legal 
representative attended a Plenary Council Meeting in relation to this.  
The status of this remains as per that discussion. 

 Mast at Drummonaghan – this was considered by Planning and was 
found to be in compliance with the County Development Plan.  The 
decision was appealed to An Bord Pleanála and judged to be correct 
and the decision stands.  

 Bridgend, Ramelton – follow up is needed on this and Liam advised that 
he would get an update on this for Cllr. McGarvey. 

 Planning application from Irish Water for sewer network – Elaine 
confirmed that this application is still current and a recommendation 
was made last week.  Liam advised that as this application is still live 
and subject to appeal it is not appropriate to discuss it. 

 
 Liam also advised that decisions by An Bord Pleanála can be challenged on a 
point of law. 

 
 Cllr. Brogan raised a query in relation to the validation of files.  A meeting was 
to be arranged by Planning with Agents to look at strengths and weaknesses in 
submission of applications to reduce the need to reapply.  This meeting could 
possibly take place online.  He acknowledged the huge amount of work being 
done in the Planning Section in relation to the Letterkenny Regeneration Plan 
and the URDF.  There have been a lot of workshops in relation to this.  The 
confirmation of the winning proposal for the regeneration of the Market 
Square has taken place and this has now gone for Part 8 planning.  He has 
never seen as much work going on with funding being received.  This is positive 
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development and will help regenerate the MD.  There are a lot of tourism 
opportunities.  Small tourism grants have also been made available. 

  
 Cllr. Kelly stated that he also wished to commend all the good work that has 
been done.  He asked for clarification in relation to his motion in relation to the 
HAP subsidy and whether it has been passed.  It was confirmed that it has been 
adopted and a letter will issue to the Minister. 
 
Elaine advised that meetings in relation to validation had taken place pre Covid.  
Since then they have been prioritising processing of applications.  These 
meetings should recommence when guidelines allow and other issues such as 
design would be discussed at these meetings with the relevant stakeholders. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey noted points made by Liam Ward.  He noted that the Council’s 
legal advisor had been consulted in relation to some matters.  In relation to 
rights of way having been blocked there is an obligation on the Council to 
remove the girders.  It is his opinion that the Development Plan has been 
ignored in relation to the applications for sewage disposal in Ramelton and the 
mast in Drumonaghan.  It cost local Residents a lot of money to make a 
presentation to An Bord Pleanála.  He stated that he stands over everything he 
has said in relation to these matters. 

 
MDL375/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 

 
The contents of the Community Development Division report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 

 
  375.1 Funding 

 Liam Ward advised that there are a number of funding opportunities with 
closing dates coming up, some on 16th and some on 30th July.  The applications 
are being worked on and applications will be sent to the Department by the 
closing dates. 

  
MDL376/21 ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

 
 The contents of the Roads report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as 
read. 
 
David thanked the Members for their earlier comments in relation to Charlie 
Cannon.  He has been a great servant and his retirement has left a great loss of 
knowledge. 
 
376.1 Progress Report on 2021 Roads Programme 
An update on the 2021 Roads Programme is included in the report. 
 
376.2 Climate Adaption and Resilience 2021 
Allocations have been announced by the Department and details of the 
schemes which have received funding are included in the report. 
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376.3 Carrigart Bridge Deck Replacement, Widening and Associated Works 
Work has commenced on the bridge with culverts to be done on Thursday.  
Deck strengthening will take place in September. 
 
The Members all wished to be associated with the comments / remarks made 
in relation to Charlie Cannon and wished him all the best in his retirement. 
 
The following queries were raised in relation to the Roads and Transportation 
Report. 
 

 Cllr. McBride referred to the pole beside the cinema which has been hit 
recently and bent.  It is blocking the path and needs to be removed until 
it can be replaced. 

 Cllr. McBride referred to the torrential rain last Tuesday which caused 
flooding on Slate Row.  The water was very close to the doors and he 
noted that sandbags had been provided.  On the back road above Brian 
McDaid’s premises the water was running down the road on both sides 
and a manhole was lifting with water shooting up out of it.  It may 
possibly be blocked and would need to be checked. 

 Cllr. McBride noted that grass cutting had taken place on the dual 
carriageway last Saturday resulting in the carriageway being reduced to 
one lane both inbound and outbound.  This led to heavy traffic coming 
into Letterkenny with traffic backed up to the school on the Manor 
Road.  He met an ambulance with flashing lights which would have had 
difficulty getting through the traffic.  This was not the right weekend to 
be doing this work and in the middle of the day.   

 Cllr. McBride advised that North West Aluminium have offered to 
sponsor a defibrillator to be placed along the new cycleway / walkway 
on the Kilmacrennan Road.  He asked that the Roads Department liaise 
with them in relation to preferred location(s). 

 Cllr. Blaney acknowledged the generosity of North West Aluminium in 
offering to sponsor a defibrillator. 

 Cllr. Blaney acknowledged the work being done by the Roads 
Department and looked forward to seeing the rest of the programme 
completed. 

 Cllr. Blaney thanked David and his team for the work done in getting 
funding for the Carrigart Bridge.  He noted that while it is currently 
down to one lane it will be back to two lanes until end of September. 

 Cllr. Coyle asked if the projects funded under Climate Adaption and 
Resilience would commence this year. 

 Cllr. McGarvey asked for an update on the 13 projects put forward for 
funding. 

 Cllr. McGarvey asked for an update in relation to Tullyrap. 

 Cllr. McGarvey asked if extra funding has been allocated for LIS in this 
MD. 

 Cllr McGarvey asked if the Council could carry out repairs on private 
roads that had not received LIS funding. 

 Cllr. McGarvey asked if tenders had been sought for future projects. 
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 Cllr. Brogan acknowledged the good work done by the Roads Staff after 
the delays with Covid.  He thanked David and his team and noted his 
appreciation for all the hard work done. 

 Cllr. McMonagle welcomed the update in the progress report and 
wished the team well and hopes that the rest of the work will be 
completed. 

 Cllr. McMonagle also referred to the delays on the dual carriageway on 
Saturday due to the grass cutting with tailbacks to Manor Motors. 

 Cllr. McMonagle referred to the reduction of the speed limit on the 4 
lanes to 50km and noted that more signage is needed to make the 
public aware. 

 Cllr. McMonagle advised that Residents of Ard O’Donnell are looking for 
more ramps to reduce speeding on Lower Ard O’Donnell. 

 Cllr. McMonagle welcomed the funding received for Climate Adaption 
and Resilience.  Significant funding has been received and he asked for 
an update on commencement of the work. 

 Cllr. Kelly commended the Roads team on the Trojan work which has 
been completed. 

 Cllr. Kelly referred to his question requesting a road safety survey at the 
Rock Bar, Churchill and noted the response that an assessment would 
be carried out. 

 Cllr. Bradley commended the Roads team on the good work done. 

 Cllr. Kavanagh noted that the speed limit on the 4 lane was to be 
reduced from 80km to 60km and asked if this was still the case or is it 
now to be reduced to 50km. 

 
 David McIlwaine thanked the Members for their comments and noted that a 
lot of hard works has been done to catch up and he responded as follows to 
queries raised:- 

 The speed on the 4 lanes is reduced to 50km for the duration of the 
works.  This is temporary and the long term speed will be 60km. 

 He is aware of the pole near the cinema and will have this looked at and 
get it sorted as soon as possible. 

 They were alerted about the flooding last Tuesday and sandbags were 
provided.  He will get the problem with the manhole investigated to see 
if the problem is due to pipe size or a blockage. 

 In relation to the cutting of the grass on the dual carriageway he will 
carry out a review when this next comes up and consider when the best 
time is to do the work.  This work would normally be done a month 
earlier.  It was done in an emergency and to avoid conflict with the work 
on the 4 lanes. 

 He acknowledged the offer of sponsorship for a defibrillator and noted 
that it is a great idea and will be delighted to talk to the company to 
progress the matter. 

 The Carrigart Bridge currently has restricted width but will be back to 
full width next week. 

 The deadline for the Climate Adaption and Resilience projects is the end 
of November so the work will be done between now and then. 
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 There is no update on funding for the Specific Improvement Projects so 
no costings can be done until this funding is notified. 

 In relation to Tullyrap, he will contact TII and get back to Cllr. McGarvey. 

 There has been no confirmation of extra funding for LIS yet. 

 The only funding available for private roads is through LIS. 

 Cllr. McGarvey noted that private roads used as walkways are beneficial 
as they take walkers off the main roads.  David advised that this would 
be considered. 

 He will speak to the Contractor on the 4 lane project re provision of 
additional speed limit signage. 

 He will examine the speed issue in Ard O’Donnell and get back to 
Members with a report. 

 He confirmed that a review will be done at the Rock Bar, Churchill. 
  
MDL377/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 The contents of the Housing and Corporate Services report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 
  
377.1 Housing Workshop 
Patricia suggested that the Housing Workshop be continued on the morning of 
14th September prior to the next MD Meeting.  It was agreed that this 
Workshop would take place instead on Monday 26th July commencing at 11am. 
 
377.2 Ten T Update 
A date is required for a joint Meeting with the Lifford/Stranorlar MD Members.  
Date agreed as Thursday 22nd July at 2pm in the Aura Leisure Centre.   
 
A further Meeting is required with the Letterkenny/Milford MD Members and 
NRDO Staff in relation to the Ten T Project.  Date agreed for this Meeting is 
Thursday 29th July commencing at 11am in the Aura Leisure Centre. 
 
377.3 Burtonport Greenway 
A joint Meeting is to be held with the Glenties MD Members to discuss 
priorities.  It was agreed that this could be held online on the morning of 14th 
September as both MDs would have Meetings that afternoon. 
 
Patricia agreed to circulate agreed dates to Members and to consider an online 
option for all the agreed Workshops. 
 

MDL378/21 ENVIRONMENT 
 

The contents of the Environment report as circulated with the Agenda were 
taken as read. 

  
 378.1 UN World Drowning Prevention Day 

Joe advised that this is scheduled for 25th July.  To highlight this a number of 
buildings will be lit up in blue.   
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378.2 Campaigns on Litter 
There are a number of campaigns on litter taking place particularly in tourist 
areas. 
 
378.3 Bathing Areas 
New signage has been erected at some beaches and new lifeguard huts. 
 
The following queries were raised in relation to the Environment Section:- 

 Cllr. McMonagle thanked Joe for the report and welcomed the new 
signage on beaches. 

 Cllr. McMonagle asked if the issue of diesel in water at the back of 
Arena 7 and Thorndale has been resolved. 

 Joe advised that this had been traced to demolition work at the old 
Watson Hire site but there is not much evidence of it there.  It may have 
been a residual in vegetation which was disturbed.  There is no trace at 
the end of the watercourse.  He is unsure as to what caused it.  He 
welcomed the report received from the public in relation to this. 

 Cllr. McGarvey asked if there was any update in relation to the road to 
the water plant at Milford. 

 Joe advised that the Council are liaising with Irish Water and that he will 
follow up on this for Cllr. McGarvey. 

 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
MDL379/21 FACILITIES AT GREEN AREA IN CASHEL PARK 
 

In answer to his question requesting an update on his previous motion about 
providing playing and safety facilities at the green area in Cashel Park estate, 
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 

 “A meeting has taken place with a representative of the Resident’s Association 
to gain a full understanding of the works required.  The Housing Section is now 
currently exploring options on how to advance the works required by the 
residents and the Council hopes to revert further to the Resident’s Association 
in the near future.” 

 
MDL380/21 SIGNAGE FOR HUGH DUFFY CAR PARK 
 

 In answer to his question as to when will the new signage for Hugh Duffy car 
park be erected, Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 

 “The signage has been delivered and will be scheduled for installation in the 
coming weeks.” 
 

MDL381/21 HANDRAIL FOR STEPS AT BEECHWOOD PARK 
 

In answer to his question as to when will the handrail requested for the steps 
at Beechwood Park will be installed as previously committed to by the Council, 
Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 
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 “The Completion of this work has been delayed due to the COVID 19 Lockdown. 

These works are included in the works programme and are scheduled to be 
completed as soon as resources are available.” 

 
 

MDL382/21 COLMCILLE EDUCATIONAL PACKS 

In answer to his question as to why the Colmcille educational packs which were 
due for delivery to schools in early 2021 from Abarta per contract with Donegal 
County Council were never delivered, Cllr. Michael McBride was advised: 
 

   “The Colmcille: Life and Legacy Education pack for primary school students and 
their teachers has been completed. The Irish and English versions of the pack, 
which contains an illustrated booklet and 12 worksheets, are being printed and 
will be distributed to schools in September as part of the Colmcille 1500 
commemorations. This project is led by the Archives Service of Donegal County 
Council.” 

 
MDL383/21 REDRESS OPTIONS FOR TENANTS WHO PURCHASED HOMES FROM DCC 
 

 In answer to his question as to what redress options are available to Donegal 
County Council tenants who purchased their homes under the tenant purchase 
scheme which now have MICA, Cllr. Michael McBride was advised: 

 
 “The Financial Assistance Scheme for the Remediation of Damaged Dwellings 

Due to Defective Concrete Blocks or the Mica Redress Scheme as it is commonly 
known, is available to assist homeowners to carry out remedial works to their 
principal private residence where the house is deemed to have been damaged 
due to defective concrete blocks.  Details of the Scheme and application process 
are available at www.donegalcoco.ie as the Council is administrating the 
Scheme on behalf of the Government.” 

 
MDL384/21 WALK / CYCLE FROM PORT BRIDGE TO THE THORN 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an update regarding progress on the 
walk/cycle way from the Port Bridge to the Thorn as per his previous motion, 
Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 

 
 “The Outdoor Recreation Officer and relevant staff from the Community 

Development Department will facilitate a meeting in order to give further 
consideration to this project.” 

 
MDL385/21 REPLACING / UPDATING INFORMATION BOARDS AT BERNARD MCGLINCHEY 

TOWN PARK 
 
 In answer to his question requesting an update on progress on replacing and 

updating the Information Boards at Bernard Mc Glinchey Town Park as per my 
previous motion, Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 
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 “We have included this in our programme of works and will commence works 
on this project as soon as staff are available.” 

 
MDL386/21 RIGHT TURNING LANE ON LIFFORD ROAD INTO CORKEY 

In answer to his question requesting an update on the motion he had put 
forward on the right turning lane on the Lifford Road into Corky, Cllr. Donal 
Kelly was advised: 

 
 “This has been referred to the Roads Safety Engineer who is preparing report 

on the need and scope of a potential HD17, Site then all options will be 
considered to deal with specific safety issue identified. When report is received 
we will update the members.” 

 
MDL387/21 LIGHTS AT BARRACK CROSSROADS 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an update on the lights at Barrack 
crossroads please, will be installed, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised: 

 
 “The erections of these Lights have been agreed as part of the footpath and 

public Lighting programme. The erection of the Lights has been delayed due to 
the Covid Lockdowns. These lights will be erected and operational before the 
end of October.” 

 
MDL388/21 ROAD SAFETY SURVEY AT ROCK BAR, CHURCHILL 
 

 In answer to his question can this Council carry out a road safety survey at the 
Rock Bar Churchill to have signs implemented to make road users aware of the 
concealed entrance to Prucklish on the Letterkenny side of the Rock Bar 
please, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised: 

 “The Area Roads Engineer will carry out an Assessment of this location.” 
 

MDL389/21 REPAIR OF FENCE AND FOOTPATH AROUND BUS STOP ON N13 AT 
MANORCUNNINGHAM 

 
 In answer to his question as to whether there has been any response from TII 

in relation to his motion calling for the repair of fence and footpath around the 
Bus Stop on the N13 at Manorcunningham, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was 
advised: 

 “This has been recorded on the TII Geo App system for recording maintenance 
issues. We are awaiting an update from the TII on the allocation of funding.” 

 
MDL390/21 PRESENTATION ON HOUSING MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME 
 

In answer to his question requesting a Presentation from our Housing Engineer 
in relation to our Housing Maintenance Programme for the MD and in 
particular our strategy to deal with those houses affected by MICA and severe 
dampness, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 
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 “A workshop has been arranged with the Members of the Municipal District on 

July 13th 2021 to discuss the housing maintenance programme including the 
repairs to houses affected by dampness.   Some interim works, where possible, 
have been carried out to properties affected by defective blocks and these 
works are reviewed on a case by case basis.  In cases where the scale of works 
is considered excessive the tenants have been offered the option to apply for a 
transfer.  A number of tenants have availed of this option and have transferred 
to an alternative Council property.” 

 
MDL391/21 TESTING FOR MICA ON SOCIAL HOUSES 
 

 In answer to his can we be furnished with the findings of the testing that was 
done for Mica on all our Social Houses to date, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was 
advised: 

 
 “The test results are currently being analyzed by our technical team in 

conjunction with the condition assessment reports that have been carried out 
on each property.  Once this exercise this is completed, this will determine the 
most appropriate remedial action required.  A workshop will then be arranged 
to update the Elected Members on the findings and next steps.” 

 
MDL392/21 JUNCTION AT THE GAP IN MILFORD 
 

In answer to his question now that Design is complete for the Junction at the 
Gap in Milford, when does this Council intend to proceed with Construction, 
Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised: 

 
 “These works are programmed to be carried out between September and 

October 2021.” 
 

MDL393/21 AUDIT OF ALL MANHOLES ON COUNTY ROADS IN MILFORD 

In answer to his question will this Council do an Audit of all manholes on 
County Roads in Milford and any repairs required are completed as soon as 
possible, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised: 

 “When resources are available the Area Team will carry out an Assessment of 
Manholes in the Area. As part of this Assessment we will identify the Manholes 
that require replacement or repair. Subsequent to this we will either notify the 
body responsible for the Manhole or prepare tenders for repair of Manholes 
under the responsibility of Donegal County Council.” 

 
MDL394/21 ROADWORKS AT CARLAND 

 In answer to his question as to when will the roadworks at Carland be 
completed, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised: 

 
   “Theses works will be completed between July and August 2021.” 
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MDL395/21 UPDATED REPORT ON SHORTAGE OF LITTER BINS 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on what steps have 
been taken to addressing the shortage of litter bins around Letterkenny 
following on from my motions, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised: 

 
 “The Roads Section are Liaising with the Environment Section regarding 

suitable location for bins and we will progress this as soon as possible. The 
Department for the Environment, Climate and Communication have provided 
funding through the Litter Infrastructure Support Grant Scheme of which the 
Letterkenny Milford MD have been allocated €15K and portion of this funding 
may be used to address this issue.” 

 
MDL396/21 WINDYHALL ROAD 
 

 In answer to his question as to what steps have been taken with Road-Design 
regarding the Windyhall Road following on from my motion, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan 
was advised: 

 
  “As stated previously this road was prioritised as part of the 5 year programme 

for Specific Improvement Schemes. We have received no updates on the 
allocation of this fund. We continue to liaise with Road Design regarding the 
progression of this scheme.” 

 
MDL397/21  LETTERKENNY COMMUNITY CENTRE, TRAFFIC LIGHTS AT JUSTICE WALSH 

ROAD AND CYCLEWAY/PATH FROM ILLISTRIN TO MOUNTAIN TOP 
 
 In answer to his question requesting updated reports on the current works 

undertaken at Letterkenny Community Centre, footpath replacement, traffic 
lights at Justice Walsh road and the current status of the new cycle way and 
footpath from Illistrin to the Mountaintop, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised: 

 
  “The Pearse Road Footpath has started with the removal of Tree roots and site 

clearance. Letterkenny Roads have collaborated with IW Area Office to replace 
the old Asbestos Watermain. This Watermain is currently being tested after 
which, Roads will commence the construction of the gabion retaining structures 
and completion of the footpath with new public lighting.  The traffic lights are 
currently being considered in a Safety audit by Road Design Office. Outcome of 
this Audit will issue shortly. 

   
  Works on the N56 Illistrin to Mountain Top Cycleway began on the 21st June 

2021.  The Contractor is Fox Contracts. The Works are being supervised by 
DNRO.  Construction is estimated to take 12 weeks and should therefore be 
completed by the end of September.” 

 
MDL398/21  PUBLIC LIGHT AT BALLYBO JUNCTION AND FOOTPATH TO RATHMULLAN 
 

  In answer to his question as to when is it intended to install the agreed Public 
Light at the Ballybo Junction, Rathmullan and Footpath from there to 
Rathmullan, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 
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  “Funding has been allocated for these works and the works will be carried out 

between the middle of July and the end of September.” 
 
MDL399/21  SAFETY TEST FOR ROADSIDE SCHOOLS AT PORTLEEN, BROWNKNOWE AND 

CASHELSHANAGHAN 
 

  In answer to his question will Road safety carry out a safety test for users of 
Roadside Schools namely Portleen, Brownknowe and Cashelshanaghan where 
speed has become a problem , Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

 
  “We will consult with the Roads Safety Engineer on possible assessments that 

can be carried out and investigate possible funding solutions that can mitigate 
any issues that arise from Safety Assessments.” 

 
MDL400/21  PRESSURE AT UPPER MOUNT MARIAN 
 

 In answer to his question has proper pressure been restored to Upper Mount 
Marian , Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

 
  “With regards to Upper Mount Marion, I have been informed the water 

pressure is back to normal for now, however there will be works required in the 
near future. The area team have taken a 4” line up the main road and 
connected back into an existing valve. A contractor has been on site and given a 
price to bring a new mains water pipe into the estate but the 4” pipe was 
constructed after the contractor priced the work. Therefore further works are to 
be repriced and sanction will be requested from Irish Water to proceed with 
further works.” 

 
 
MDL401/21  DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 Cllr. Blaney wished local athletes good luck in the Olympics.  This was seconded 
by Cllr. McGarvey. 

 
 It was agreed that the next MDL Meeting would be held on 14th September, 
2021 in a venue to be confirmed. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
 
 
_____________________  ______________________ 
Mayor     Meetings Administrator 

 
 


